
ACTIVITIES IN MINDANAO 
OVERVIEW 

Mindanao and the Sulu archipelago comprise about one-third of the 
Philippines’ territory and one-quarter of the country’s total population 
of approximately 90 million.  In spite of its significant economic  
potential, Mindanao has the highest levels of poverty in the Philippines, 
partly because of the longstanding conflict between the Government 
and separatist groups within the Muslim population, which numbers 
over four million.  
 
After years of negotiations, one of the two main separatist groups, the 
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), signed a Peace Agreement 
with the GRP in 1996.  USAID responded immediately with livelihood 
training, infrastructure development, and other economic incentives to 
facilitate the reintegration of former MNLF combatants into the peace-
ful economy.     
 
As economic growth in Mindanao has accelerated in recent years,  
negotiations between the primary remaining Muslim separatist group, 
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), and the Government have  
intensified.  USAID is ready to support the consolidation of the peace  
process by quickly responding to the opportunity provided by a  
possible peace agreement with the MILF.        

 
PROGRAMS 

USAID directs 60% of its total assistance towards Mindanao to improve 
the business climate and make economic growth more equitable,  
reintegrate former combatants into the economy, strengthen basic  
education, improve health services and support transparency in local  
governance.  Between 2001-2007, USAID provided approximately  
$260 million to reinforce Philippine Government efforts to secure a 
lasting peace and build a better life for the people of Mindanao. 
 

PEACE AND SECURITY 

USAID is helping communities in conflict-affected areas of Mindanao to 
rebuild a peaceful economy by providing former combatants the  
production inputs, training, and marketing assistance needed to become 
small-scale commercial farmers. 
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A former combatant of the Moro Na-
tional Liberation Front (MNLF) uses his 
cell phone to check on the market price 
for seaweed from a remote island in the 
Southern Philippines.  He is one of 
28,000 former MNLF fighters that USAID 
helped make the successful transition to 
productive enterprise.  

(Photo:  USAID/Philippines)  



ACTIVITIES IN MINDANAO 

On behalf of the American people, the U.S. government has provided humanitarian assistance and economic development to those in need 
around the world since the Marshall Plan. 

< CONTINUED 
ECONOMIC GROWTH 

USAID is promoting economic growth that provides business  
opportunities for as many individuals as possible by supporting  
producers associations and chambers of commerce.  USAID is  
developing needed basic infrastructure, such as ports and bridges, and 
assisting rural banks to profitably provide loans and deposit services to 
microenterprises.    
 

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT 

Mindanao’s natural resource base could make even greater  
contributions to national food security were it not for continuing  
violent conflict and failures of governance hindering sustainable  
development.  USAID is partnering with local governments in Mindanao 
to help them effectively manage natural resources, improve urban  
environmental management, and use renewable energy supplied 
through public-private alliances. 
 

GOVERNING JUSTLY AND DEMOCRATICALLY 

To combat corruption in governance in Mindanao, USAID is supporting 
local officials by focusing on transparency and accountability in public 
administration processes at the local level. 
 

INVESTING IN PEOPLE:  FAMILY HEALTH 

USAID is working with Muslim religious leaders and local governments 
to improve the delivery of family health services, including the  
prevention of water-borne illnesses and infectious diseases such as 
HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis.   
 

INVESTING IN PEOPLE:  EDUCATION 

USAID is increasing access to quality education and livelihood skills in 
areas most affected by conflict and poverty and improving the quality of 
instruction—particularly in math, science, and English.  USAID also 
provides vocational training opportunities for out-of-school youth. 
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USAID is helping improve the quality 
of basic education in Mindanao.   
Small grants to local municipalities 
are funding the purchase of additional 
books and other learning materials. 
(Photo:  USAID/EQuaLLs) 


